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In the business arena, networking has the following benefits:

• generates new clients or business leads

• increases employment opportunities

• helps in finding the right people to fill critical positions

• provides valuable information and resources

• assists in solving problems

In the personal realm, here’s what networking can do for you:

• enhance your social relationships by introducing you to new friends

• help you to become acquainted with people of varying ethnic, cultural and philosophical backgrounds

• provide valuable information and resources

• contribute to your spiritual growth

Now that we know what networking can do, the question is: What can we do to enhance the effectiveness of our network? Let me pass along 16 techniques that I’ve found productive. To simplify matters, I’ve organized them into four separate, but related, categories: 1) attitude and action; 2) referrals; 3) communication; and 4) follow-up.
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